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Course description

This interdisciplinary course introduces students to the main concepts, institutions,
and challenges of contemporary social policy. The course examines the role of the
welfare state in addressing major social issues such as poverty, social exclusion,
inequality, unemployment, demographic change, migration, health care, education,
and social security. Students will analyze social policies from comparative and
international perspectives and evaluate their effectiveness in promoting social
justice and social inclusion.

Learning outcomes - course content

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

-explain the key concepts and objectives of social policy,

-identify major social issues affecting contemporary societies,

-understand the development and functions of welfare states,

-analyze the causes and consequences of poverty and social exclusion,
-discuss social inequalities related to income, gender, age, ethnicity, and disability,
-examine labor market policies and unemployment issues,

-evaluate family, education, health care, and social protection policies,
-analyze the impact of demographic changes and migration on social policy,
-compare different welfare state models and social policy systems,
-critically assess contemporary social policy challenges and reforms.

Student workload (self-study description)

Student independent work includes:
-reading and analyzing academic literature and policy documents,
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-preparing a presentation on a selected social policy issue,

-conducting a case study analysis,

-completing an individual or group project,

-participation in selected classes with a Polish-speaking group (if applicable),
-independent preparation for classes and examinations,

-reviewing and discussing current social policy developments and research
findings.
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